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FEE may work the ſame effect upon others; the con- 
cement whereof, would argue in a Phy ſian, 
ceicber too mach lwcre,or too little hove. However, 
he conſcience of good intentions in themſelves(ler their ſuc- 
ſs be what it vill )is both a diſchirge and comfort'to a f ee 


ad vv: ling min 
A A fr 


2 Tie Heut Index, or Self-Knowledg. 5 
A fe vit, and a Chriſtiasa will, is like the little Bee, that will 
not off the meageſt fuer, until ſhe bath made ſomewhat of 
it : whereas an W#nſanTified-bearr, will ( ſpider- like) ſuck poy- 
ſon from the choiſeſk of flowers. 

Every line bf God} word ſhall adde ſiue to the virtuous 
mind and withal heal that vice, which would be ſpringing in ic. 
Burt with the carnally minded, it is far otherwiſe. The ſame re- 

ort here with the ſprit of Rahab melterh;hardens the King of 
triebs, Joſh..2 Serginu Paulus was converted, Elimas obdu- 
rated. at the ſame Sermon, AR: 13. that one hard ſaying of oui 
Saviour, John 6. like a file harpened eleven of his Apeſtles; 
while it ſo h lunted the rei of his Diſciples, that many of them 
murmured, and from that time went back, and walked no more 
with him, verſe 66, &c. Whence obſerve, that as / bodies, 
are not equally apt to be wrought upon, by the ſame medicine ; 
ſo are not all /ouls by the ſame means of Grace. One remaios 

obſtinate and reſrattory, whiles others are pliable. | 
in and Satan, have no Ser vauti but the ſimple. As for in- 
Nance : A Wiſe mes hearing in what a dangerous condition he 
is in, by resſon of original and actual ſint, and how God is ſo 
incenſed with wrath ànd indignation againſt him, that he means 
u'terly to deſtroy him, if he go on in his impenitency; foreſeeth 
the evil of Hel, and preveateth it, by departing from his evil 
wayes : but , go ty And are careleſs, Prov. 22. 3. and 14-16, 
Stark fools indeed: For if their eyes were opened, to ſee in 
what « condition, they are content at preſent to continue in; 
they ſnould need no iotreaty, to turn their courſe another way. 
Luther ſays, that if a q an xould perſectly fee his own evils, and 
the miſery that attends them, the fight thereof would be a per. 
ſect Hel unto him: and this indeed might prove to be his way 
to Heaven; For then, and not till then, a man ſees what need 
he hath of a Savioxy ; and then he begins tightly to prize the 
joys of Heaven, when he ſees he hath eſcaped che Flawer of 
Hell, which thoſe fo ls before ſpoken of, never mean to do, 
becauſe they think themſelves wi/e, good, bappy, and what not? 
The caſe of all men by Nature. Aod until that weil or curraiy 
which is draws over their hearts, be removed, and taken away 
by unleigned repentance, and turning to the Lord, they * 
lark Ac 


Gm, EE wp aw co. XQa4a4 = 


AR HIIER”PTY 


The Hearts Index, or Self-Knoviedg. 3 
| | Rark blind to all ſaving truths,as the Apo/e plainly ſets down, 
2 Cor.3.14,15,16,17,18. See Rev. 3. 17. 1 Tin. 6,4. And 
the truth is, were it got for pride and Iguarunce ( ſpringing 
hence) every man would make it his main buſineſs, te work. 
$ | out bis ſalvation With ſear and trembling. But to proceed, for 
. this is but an excurſion, let in, by way of a parent heſis, and in 
real for their good, that deſire not their own, The I) inivites by 
f | bearkniug to Fab, and thoſt murt herers of che Lord of Life, by 
j» | liſtning to Peter, were converted and ſaved; Jonah z. 4, 5. 
Acts 2.37. wax (we know) yeeldeth ſooner to the ſea/,than 
Feel to the amp. + de | | 
n Set. 2. Of Hearers, there are uſually four ſorti, as our S4- 
re viaur ſhews, in the Parable of the red, Mat. 13.3, to 24. As 
, | firſt, An honeſt and geod heart, will not return from bearing he 
Word unbettered: yea, he will ſo note what is (poken to his 
2s fownfin, that it ſhall. iacreaſe his knowledg, and leſſen his vices. 
As who (by looking in a g/4/+ all ſpy ors in tis Face, and 
n- {will not forthwich wipe them out. A w/e man will not have 
he Jone fin twice repeated unto him, Ves, he more rejoyceth, i- 
ſu [bring overcome with a wiſe and gracious advice, then he would 
ns [have rejoyced in a rrorugeſul vidlery. Of which wo have a rare 
1h example, 1 C.. 25. 32,33. A true argument of ag-ivgenuous 
vil vature. Whereas thoſe that will not hearłken to. nor obey the 
6. [yoice of ( hriſt, but rage and ſtormʒ ate more ſtubborn than 
in [the windand ſea, Luke 8. 24,25: enough to make them bluſh 
1; |bleod, when told of it... But 19 | 
ty. | - Secondly, Another ſort of Hearer rare like Tulſy s ſtrange 
nd eit; much rain leaves them ftill as dry as duſt. Gr the elf 
er · n the Emblem, which though it ſucię the Saat, kept notwith- 
ing his ef Ig nazare Riill.. And del elite ſpirie 
God meekens the /on/; ſay what you will, it minds nothing, 
the jor »oching to _— hate ver an impenicent ſinner hears, ic 
r of [preſently paſſes away, like the /oxnd of a Bel that is rung. Let 
Jo, fig, and examples never ſo much concern them, it makes 
Nt? ſin impreſſion but 5&1», or ear deep: For as in an howr-glaſs or 
ain ſtenduit, that which in one hour raxnecth in the ſame in another 
vay eur. runneth out again. Who may be reſembled to the Smichs 
ain Wor, put it into the fire it is much /ofexed, but put ic gato the 
arkBaer it is Harder thatrbe fore. Az Third- 
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- '» Thirdly, Another fort will very orderly hear the Word, and 
letight im it; until it tomes home to their couſciences, touches 
their Copy bold (as hs ſerved Herod)but then they will turn | 
their backs upon it, as che Jaws ſerved out Saver, John 6.66. 
the Utben d Pau, Acts 17. 16, to 34. and Ahab, Alicniah, 
1 Ning 22 8. Now theſe that will not hear an «vtcotbſome | 
weutb, dut tut their backs upon and fly from inftruftion, Job. || 
3.19, 28, hot onely declare themſeſves to be gwilty perſon; | 
(fer br dieſſerb the falt, who to judgment rurneth his back : | | 
And tis d#tlp che weak ſepbted;rhatcannor abide the light) but 
it proves them to be out of af hope to become brever. For that fig || 
is paſt curt, Which turns from, and refuſeth the cure, Deut. 17. 
12. Prov 29.1. 1 Sam. 2.25. 2 Chron. 25. 16. tutn to the pla- e 
ces. And'take this for a Ru, if ever you fee a drowning man | 0 
refmſe help; ontlude him 4 ilful Murilttty. 0". Ia 
Feld. 37 Fourthly and laſtly, (for I paſs byithoſe blocks;that y. 
ean hear te Word poterſully dey vered for twenty or:thirry a0 
years together. and mind no more the ſpicitualit of che matter, | 4 
than the ſears they fr an, Gr the ſtoues they trrad on) There [112 
ares generutlon of hearers, who being told the naked truth, 
plaitly reproved for their ſins, ſhews the judgments of GC. 
and the due of what they deſerve, and are like to undergo; f 
they go on, to the end they may ret and brlarve,chat ſo the 
be/aved,owilll Abab like) tar and fret, & c haft, and ſuma 
— ſhore, ay the — eU, —_ be ready 
to barſt again for being ſo ſharp and /earthing; and thereupoo 
—— uy Herdia did Pas, and che Pheri- 
ſees, Chrift) They love applicatiom as dearly, as a Dog does a f 
cudgel. Sd that like Adieu, they are not only deaf to'the 
, durlike Sen. worm, they hifr, and then turn theit þ 
tails to ſfiag bim. 1 15 
Godr holy precepts and prohibitions harden them; as the S 
bardens clay, and water hot iran. Or elſe they inrage them, 288 
furious maſtiff Dog, is the maddey- for his chain. But wheb it Þi 
comes to this, that men ſpurn at the means, and are-baydned |" 
with the word, as ſteel is hardued with ſtrokes ; or as Bulls grow . 
ad with baiting : the beſt way is to leave them to their 2 
who bath meſſengers of wrath, for them that deſpiſe the een 
= fv 
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gers of his love Pſal. 8 1.1 1, 12. Set Luke 10.10, . Prov. 29 & 
1. 24, 25,26, to 33. 2 Chron. 25. 16 20 1 Sam. 2.25. And in 
reaſon, herb that are worſe for watering trees that are leſs fruit. 
ful for digging, dunging, pruning, are tobe roged out, or hewed 
down And to admoniſh them is to no more put poſe, than if one 
ſhould ſpeak to Ii eleſi ſtones, or ſenſeleſs plants, or witleſr beaſt 1: 
for they will aever fear any thing, till they be in Hel fire. 
Wherefore God leaves the m to be confuted with fire and brim- 
ſtoue, ſince nothing elſe will do it. | 

Sect. 4. Thus you ſee what a wonderful difference there is in 
Hearers ! Onely herein they agree, all men (good and bad) 
love the light as it ſpines ; but the moſt of men hate it, as it diſ- 
ervers and direfts. . But the difference is ſo great, that it is ad- 
mirable to think, how ſome men would not be prevailed with- 
ill, though an Ange! ſbould be ſent unto them from the dead. And 
yet with what ſmall means ſome others have been converted. 
as were Fuß in the Philoſopher,Ciprian the Nicromancer Saint, 
Anftin, Fulgentins, Franciſco N unite, Malantton, Adriauuu, La- 
imer, and many others. ' | 
th, Ooe treating upon the Prodigal ſon, and the Thief upon the 
ad\, Croſs, mentions two famous frumpets, that were ſuddenly con- 
f [verted by this onely argument, tiat Ca /ecthall things, even 
hey ſin the dark, when the doors are ſont, and the Curtain dramn; 
ma, ind Afounraigne tells of a Gallant, that (ſporting with a Cur- 
ady fern in a houſe of fin ) happened to ask het name, which ſhe 
pos hid was Mary; whereat he was ſo ſtricken with reverence and 
8/i- temor ſe, that he inſtantly both caſt off che Harlot, and amended 
es A ſlis Whole future life. And indeed no mean, can be too weak 
the vhere od intends ſ#cceſs : yea, a thought onely hath ſome- 
heit imes ſerved the turt Nor needs there any more to a clarified 

, Þnderſtanding, chan the bare thought of Gods. Qmipreſexce, 
Sun Pmriſciency, or Omni potency; as being preſent every where, 
61 ſnowing every thought and intent of the heart, and being al- 
en it Mighty to pi or reward evil and good YTER MY 
ue: Felt. 5 And ſa much of the kinds of hearers Onelya Lu- 
ron pan or Scranſe may bereuponariſe. The Miniſter or Auth. 
dg at of compaſſion to cheir precious ſouls, would fhew.the: 
Hen tom Gods Mord, the very facergf their harte, dd li Perge: 
g A 3 to 
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to (ornetins, Acts 11. tell them that, whereby ( with bleſſing 
from above) they might be ſaved, verſ. 14. the which ſome 
do kindly entertain, as Lot did thoſe Axyets that came to fetch 
him out of Salem, Gen. 19. Others as churliſhly reject, and 
as villainouſly entreat and handle them, as the Ammonites did 
Davids meſſengers, 2 Sam. 10.4. Wherein (may ſome ſay) lies 
the difference ? 

_— could ꝑive you ſundry Reaſon: of it, I'le onely name 
few, being injoyned to contract all my matter into two ſheets. 
Firft,,:# makes the difference, and who makes the difference 
of willi, but he that made them? He that creates the new heart, 
leaves n fone inf one boſom, pars fleſh into another ; and yet if 
God denies his grace, itis onely when he ſees it contemned: As 
Ged oftentimes is ſo provoked, by their obſtinate hardneſs and 
impenitency, that he gives them over to Satan, and up to the 
* hardneſs of their own hearts, to be led by their luſts, and to 
walk in their own counſels ; as it is, P/al.81-12. Row. 1. 24, 26. 
So that not God, but our ſelves, are the authors of ſy, and of 
our own damnation, as it is, Heſ.13.9. Of which, more in its 
due place. 

Secondly, The holy 77ord of God, which is Spirit and Life, is 
ſo quick, powerful and operati ve, that it will have its effect: 
where it dots not quic hen, it k;/;. None ever heard it, but they 
were either better or Worſe by it. It is a holy fire; thoſe whom 
it doth not puriſie and cleanſe, by melting into repentance, it 
doth conſume and deſtroy by burning, into the aſbes of prophane- 
ne here, of confuſion hereafter, It is the power of God unto ſal» 
vation, to every one t hat believerh,Romet. 16. And a feet ſaveur 


of Life unto life, to them that are ſaved, 2 Cor. 2.16. But it be- 


comes the ſavory of death anto death, unto ſuch as wreſt and 
pervert the ſame to their own deftywition; 2 Pet. 3.16. And no 
maryel,for the [ame cauſe may have divers and centrary effetts, 
in reſpect· of ſundry objects, as might be exemplified in the Sun, 


the wind,theſame breath out of one mouth, the carthſthe famach,|' 
the rain,&c: as might be largely ſhewn. In en⸗ garden, growe 


an honared kinds of herbs of ſeveral operations and qualities; be 


me nutritive, others isſeſtive; yet they all draw their jayaþ ac 
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nouriſhment from the fomark,; yea, the ſame meat in the fo» 
mach ? but that which the Liver receives becomes blood, that 
which the Gax/ receiveth becomes cholar, that which the Lang: 


. receive becomes fleam and that which paſſeth into the p«ps be» 
comes mill: So all receive the ſame good Word of G, but 


every one does not make the ſame uſe of it. For as one hath 
bis faith ſtrengtheued by it, his patience increaſed, his judgment 
relliſied, his will reformed, his life and practice amended, his love 
and ⁊ cal inflamed : ſo fares it with wicked men, iu reſpect of the 
contrary vice, &. Again, the Word of Cod, is like a fructifying 
dew or rain, which falls not upon any ground in vain. If theſe 
Celeſtial ſhowers, fall into the Garden of a good heart, they 
raiſe up herbs and flowers z if in a field. corn Or graſs ; whereas if 
they fall on clan, they make but diz yea, the more rain, the more 
dirt: If upon kennelr,or dung hi li, a finꝭ Or if they produce any 


Fi, it is Weeds inſtead of herbs; or perhaps briars and ther ui. to 


ſcratch and wound the Haſbandmau that dreſſes it. Thus I might 
go on, and ſhew you how the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, is 
recieved by one to ſalvation, by another to his greater damnd- 
tien, i Cor. 11.29. The cloudy pillar, which gave light;and was a 
defence to Iſrael, became darkneſs and _ to the Egyptians, 
Exod. 14 20. And the like of Manne,Exod. 15 20 Ihe Ark, 
the Red Sea, aud ſundry the like which I might weary you with, 
Vea, Chriſt himſelf, who is a Rock to ſave all that believe in him, 
ſhivers his ee ies in pieces, Mat. 21.44. And immortality the 
greateſt b/eſſedneſ; of the Saints, is tha greateſt miſery to the 
damned. No wonder then, if theſe Spiders, thoſe Bees; the 
wicked and the godly, /uck, the one honey, the other poyſon 
ſtom the ſelf ſame flower of holy Writ, | 
Seft.6 Thirdly, Another reaſoa why they ſo ſwell againſt 
their reprehender, is their guiltineſi. And it is a ſure ſignthe 
ber ſt in gaxled, that ſtirs too much when he is touched. In the 
Law of jcalouſies, if the ſaſpected wife were guilty,that drank of 


the bitter waters of try al, (he would preſently ſwell: if, otber · 
| Wiſe, ſhe was well enough, Namb 5 27. Nor did you cver 
hear of any that were offended with wholſome truth for being 


uacoothſom, that diſliked che Miniſter for being too ſharp and 
ſearching, but evil minds. But as good meats are unwelcome 
A 4 to 
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to ſek perſons : ſo is good counſel to obſtinate and reſolved 
ſinners. Vnſonnd fleſh loves to be ftroaked, the leaſt rowghneſ? 
puts it into a rage. Bad wares would have dark ops, Thieves 
will put out all the /5phes, that in the derk they may more ſe- 
turely 75fle the houſe, / ahn 3.19 20, 21. So the conſcience that is 
guil:y of flagitious crimes, could wiſh the Heaven blind. 

Fourthly, No wicked man can indure to hear the down- 

right truth: For then they muſt alſo hear the ſentence of rheir 
own condemnation. What the Miniſter delivers is the very Word 
by which they are Judged and condemned, therefore they loath as 
much to hear ic, as the Priſoner at the Bay does abhor to hear 
bus ſentence from the jaſt judg. And indeed, if many (as we well 
know by experience ) love not to hear the worſt of their tempo- 
ral cauſe and caſes, nor yet of their bodily diſtempers, with 
which their Jive: or eſtates be endangered; how much more will 
wicked men decline from ſeeing their hainout abominations, and 
themſelves guilty of Hell and eternal damnation? though there» 
of, there be an abſolute neceſſity, if ever they be ſaved, 

Seft:7. And ſo much of the Reaſons. From all which we may 
learn not to impute the cauſe of wicked mens raging to any miſ- 
carriage in the meſſenger i for he may vindicate himſelf as Paul 
did, 1 Cor 7. 10. I have wot ſpoken, but the Lord. And there- 
fore as the Lord ſaid unto Saal, Acts 9.4. that he perſecuted 
kim : So they which rqe@ axy truth delivered out of the word, 

do reſiſt God himſelf, and not his meſſenger. And this for certain 
were Chriſt himſelf their Minifter, they would much more op- 
poſe and perſecute him, as the Prieſt and Phariſees did, when 
they heard him. 

Lea, conſider it tightly, and you will grant, that there cannot 
be & greater honour done to a poor mini ſter, than this. For, what 
ſayes one of the Father lt may well be doubted that miniſters 
open not the Word aright, when wic bed mes kick not againſt it. 
Vea. ſayes Luther, To preach the Goſpel as we eng ht. is co ſtir vp 
all the fries of Hel againſt ws, Ard what faith our Seaview 
himſelf to his Apoſtles, in their pupibage ? TT be world CAn- 
not bate you, but we it hateth ; beranſe } teftifie of it, that the 
works thereof are evil, John 7. 7. And fo touching Paul. who 


— 


had ne ve: become their enemy, but for telling, them the tnt, 
an 
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and dealing ſo plainly, and fo roundly with them, Nor can 
there be ſuch an argument, that a Miuiſter fludies more to pro- 
ße, than to pleaſe men with his wholſome counſel; as when he 
will not let them fleep and ſaort in their ſins, but cry aloud a- 
gainft their abowinations. 

Secondly, We may learn from the premiſes, that if any re- 
a. | ceiye the Word with readineſs, and become new creatures b 
ir beating the ſame: not to attribute, or aſcribethe praiſe chere- 
of to the parties coxverted,or to the means or to the inflriument; 
as but to Ged,who is the Author, and gives the b/eſing, For aul 
ar may plant, and Apollo may water, but it iu God onely that gives 
ell | che increaſe. It is Cod alone that giveth words unto the wiſe, and 
0- virtue anto their words, 1 Cor.3.5,6,7- And he will give ſuc- 
th | ceſs to whim, when, and a he pleaſeth. Even twelve mean Fifhere 
ill | men, when he pleaſeth, ſhall wit bout force, or weapon, armour, 
ad } bavdsof men, or ft rohe ſlricken, ſubdue the whole world to their 
e- King! Hillary found not ſeventeen believers, and left not ſo 
many unbelievers in the whole City. | 
ay Indeed in theſe dayes, Mixiſters may tear their threats, ſpend 
iſe their lungs, and force their ſides, in ſuing tos deaf world, and 
101 ſay, when they have done all they can, bo hath believed our 
e- report ? And to whom u the arm of the Lord revealed? Yea, 
ed how many painful Peters have complained tofi/ all night, and 
rd, carch nothing > Many profeſſors, and few converts, hath been 
ain the lot of the Goſpe/1n theſe laſt times, and ſince our meant hath 
p- exceeded. Cds howſe ( as the ſtreets of pericho) may be throug- 
en | ed, and yet but one Z acheus gained to the faith. And why ſo? 
but for this caute ; if ſome few like the Bee, do gather from 
102 the Word, whatſoever addeth to their knowledg and wertne : 
hat the greateſt number, uſe the ſame as ſome do artificial teeth, 


ers more for few, than ſervice; more for ability of diſcaurſe than 
it. activity of prattiſe ;, to talk f it, than to wall by it. Whence it 
up is, that Cod utters his ſaving truths, as it were in Parables; ſo 
our hiding them from the w/e and prudent (namely the pu. that 


an- are wiſe in their own Eves) and yeveales them te babes I 
the and ſucklings, ( that is, the hamble and lowly as 2? uftin 

yho ſpes ks. | | 
nth, Seck. 8. Which being >, let not bim that hath five Talente, 
and deſbile 
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deſpiſe him thee hach but :wo : Even thoſe great 455 of He- 
ven, the Sux and Moon, take not away the necellity of lamp 
light. To the making of the Tabernacle, fine linnew, ind Goats 
bair had their uſe ;as well as gold, ſilver, and precious ſtones. And 
the ſame God that gave proportion to the Cedar, gave alſo be- 
ing to the Maſb rom. 

Nor is the Zrength or weakneſs of means, either ſpur or bridle 
to the determinate choiſes of Cod; who not ſeldom does greateſt 
atts, by weakeſt agents. He choſe Davids ſling, rather than 
Saul: ſwerd,to conquer Goliah Frogs Graſboppers, & Lice,rather 
chan Beers and Liens, to fight againſt Pharaoh. Yea, he that 
with Ram. borns overthrew the Walls of Jericho, bath ſome · 
times choſen vile and weak, wears, to ſerve himſelf by, in great 
matters. Peter hach a Coct to tell him of his chr] t. And 
Jalaam an Aſi, to reprove his averice. Yea, that God, who 
will bleſs where he pleaſeth ; now and then gives the greater 
ſutceſs to the weaker means. The men of Nineveh repented at the 
preaching of Jonas: yet not the Fews at the preaching of Chri#, 
who was greater then Jonas. The Apeſi ler did greater ſigns in 
Chriſt: Name, than Chriſt bim ſelf, Joh. 14.12. It wasa greater 
miracle, that the ſhadow of St. Peter ( as he walked in the ſtreet) 
ſhould bee! many fick perſons, Acts 53. 15, 16. than that the 
bem of C hrift s veſt wre ſhould heale one ſingle women of her blouay 
1ſſae, Mat.9.21,22. Who then can cavil, or indeed wonder at 
the enſuing ſtory the which I am now to relate? 

Yea, who that hath either heart or brais, ſhall well conſider 
this preceding matter, and the difference of Hearers, and not 
be forced to acknowledg that which follows, to be the caſe of 
every one that ſhall bear it, be they what they will? I mean 
before their bearts are renewed with the power of Gods word, which 
is the ſtrong arm of the Lord, and the mighty power of God to ſal- 
vation. Rom. 1. 16. And the ſword of the ſpirit, Eph.6.17. And 
like as 4 fire, or an hammer that breaketh even the Rick in pieces, 
Jer 23.29, 30.And that irrefiſtableCannon-et that is mighty t 
beat down all the ftrong holds of [in and Satan, 2 Cor. 10. 4. 
Brick and powerfal, and ſtarper thay any te edged ſword, and 
pierceth even to the dividing aſunder of the ſoul and ſpirit, and 
of the joynts and marrow ; and to the diſcerning of the very, 
thoughts 
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thoughts, and moſſ ſecret intents of the heart, Heb.4 12. 

Sec. 9. And look to it, for if thou doſt not ſee and ac- 
knowledg the very ſecrets of thy heart to be clearly laid open 
to thy cenſcicace, in the one or other, firſt or laſt of theſe enſu- 
ing Charatey;: I dare peremptorily conclude, Tat Satan the 
God of this world, bath blinded thy mind, that the light of the gle 
rieus Goſpel of Cbriſt, who is the image of God. ſbould not ſhine un- 
to thee,2Cor.4-3,4-Eph-2.2. 2 Thel 2.9. 10, 11. 1 Tim. 4. 2. 

But this is the miſery ! and a juſt plague upon our ſo wack 
igrorance, formality and prophaneſa, under our /o mach means of 
G race : there be very few men, that make not the whole Bible, 
and all the Sermexs they hear: yea the checks of their own { on- 
ſciences, and the motions of Gods ſpirit — ine fetual; for 
want of wit and grace, to apply the ſame to them/elyeryas they 
can unto others; being better able to diſcern ethers moars than 
their own beams. 

If you queſtion what Satan can do in this caſe ? Look upon 
what he hath done to others,as w/e, and as good, 85 the beſt of 
us. Ile give you inſtances, both of the godly and wicked,and likes 
wiſe Teſtimonies : I pray mind them ſeriouſly, and turn to the 
places, for they are exceeding conſiderable. In the firſt place 
take notice, how he blinded and d:/nded Ababs fonr bundred 
Prepbets, 1 Kings 22. 22. And fudas, John 13.2. And all 4. 
$iſtrates,mhen they perſecute the people of God Rev. 2. 10. And 
indeed all men in their natural eſtate; whereof not a ſew,rhink 
they do Goa goed ſervice, in perſecuting and killing the Prepbeisias 
our Saviour expreſly tells us, 7h 16 2. But ſee ot her particu- 
lat inſtances, as that of Anania and Saphira, Acts 5.3. Then 
for the godly, how he bath blinded and beguiled chem, as our 
firſt Parents, Adam and Eve; Eve by himſelf, and Adam by 
making her his inſtrument 3 and that i the ſtate of 0nnoxcency, 
when they had wit «t will, Gen. 3. And boly David.a max after 
Gods ewn heart, 1 Chron, 21. 1. Then Peter, who fo dearly loved 
Chrif, Mat. 16.22, 23. 

And havingthis done,argue thus with thy ſelf ; If Satan ſo 
blinded and beſotted theſe; if he made ſuch uſe of ll theſe 
whereof ſome were the beſt and wiſelt of Gods children and 
ſervants, who hare the very appearance of evil, 1 Theſ. 5 22. 

Jude 
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Jude 23. Epheſ. 5. 27. 2 Pet 3. 14. James 1-27. Have the eye 
of faith, and the ſpirits dirittian, and know the mind of Chrift a- 
beve others, 1 Cor. 2. 1 2, to ty. John 10.14. How much more 
tan he work the ſame upon his own children and ſervants?that 
delight onely ia. wick edneſs and are ignorant ef Satans wiles, a8 

not having the leaſt knowledge or ability to diſcern ſpiritual 

things, 1 Cor.2.14. 2 Cor 44. 

But if you ſtill queſtion the truth of this, turn to oh. 14.30. 
and 12.3 1. Ce 3. 15. ohn. S. 44. 2Tim 2.20. Eyh. 2. 2,3. which 
are ſuch clear teſtimonies, that none (ho xz not their eyes a- 
gainſt the /ighe ) can gainſay, Mat. 13.15. | 

Which being ſo, in reading this enſuing Dialogue or Index 
of the heart, Aab the application to your ſelves and not to others, 
us David did Nat has: parable, 2 Sam. 12. 1, to 8. And Ahab 
the Prophets, 1 Kings 20.39, to 43. which yet concerned no 
leſs then their own lives And ſo much the rather, for that in all 
probability, what this will not effect touching your amendment 
no ordinary means are like ro doe. As what can be further ex- 
pected? No gf can more lively repreſent your faces, than 
this Book does your hearts, if you be yet in your nataral con- 
dition nure generate. Neither can you look that Chrift Jeſu him- 
ſelf ſhould call to you ſeverally by name as he did to a, for 
now we have the Goſpel written at large: Viſiont and Miracles 
ceaſe, Or put cafe Chrift himſelf ſhould do ſo, I queſtion 
whether you would be any more warned, or reclaimed by it, 
than Hazae! was, when the Prophet told him, what abomina- 
ble wickedneſs he ſhould ſnortly commit, 2 Kings 8. 12. 13 &c. 
Ves, Abraham tells Dives the contrary, Luke 13 31. And ſo l 


come to the {onferexce it ſelf. 0 


Felt. 10. A looſe Libertine meeting with his friend that had 
lately been a formal Chriſtian, he greets him as followeth : 

Sir Me thinks I have obſerved in you aſtrange alteration, 
ſince our laſt meeting at Afiddleborough: not onely in your 
behaviour, company, and converſe ? but even in your counte - 
nance : What is the matter if I may be ſo bold : 

Convert. Truly Sir, you are not at all miſtaken, not am I 
ry to acquaint you with the cauſe, if you can afford to 
ear it+ 


Loon 
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Soon after my return into Fugland, I was cartied by a friend 
to hear a Sermsx, where the- Miniſter ſo repreſented the very 
thong hes, ſecrets, and decrirfulneſs of my heart unto my conſci- 

- exce,thatl could not but ſay of him, as the VM of Samaria 
once ſpake of our Saviour ; He hoth tuld me all things that ever 1 
did. Which made me conclude with that anbelie ver, 1 Cor. 14. 
14.25. That God was in him of a trmtb:nor could he ever have fo 
done, f he were not of Gd, as the Tong man inthe (7yſpet reaſo- 
ned with the Phari/ces, touching peſus, when be had qpened his 
eyes that had been blind from bu birth, John 9.3 2,33. Whereup- 
on I could have no peace nor reft, until I bad further commu- 
ved with him about my eſtate; for I found my ſelf in a loſt 
condition touching Eternity: It fariog with me, as it did with 
thoſe Jews, Acts 2. when Peter by his ſearching Sermon had 
convinced them, that Chriſt, whows they had by wicked, hands 
tracified and.ſlain, was the onely Son of Hod, and Lord U 
verſe 36, 37. And having had the happineſs to injoy the be- 
nefit of his ſage advice, as I ſtood in need thereof, (Cd having 
given him the tongue of the learned to adminiſter a word int ſeaſon 
46 them that are ev, Iſa. 50. 4.) I bleſs God his word and ſpirit 
hath wrought im me ſuch a change and ſtrange alteration, that 
it hath opened mane eyes that were blind before, inclined My will 
to obedience, which before was rebellicrs, ſoſtned My heart, ſan - 
Aifiod, and quite changed my affetion; : ſo thit I now leve that 
good which before | hazed, and hare that vii ubich betore I 
ved ; and am delighted with thoſe boly exerciſes, which bereron 
fore did moſt di pleaſe me; and am di ſpleaſed with choſe wine 
plea ures and filthy fins which ina imes paſt did malt dig h Me. 
Which is ſuch a mercy, that no tongue is able to expreſs ! for 
till that hour, I went on in the broad tay, and worlds road 1c de · 
traction, without any miſtr»ſt,whereas non Cod bath been plea- 
ſed to take me into his ling dom of grace here, & will-never leave 
me, until lie bach brought me to his kingdom of glory bertafter. 

Looſe Libertine. What you ſpeak makes me wonder: tor I ever 
held you the compleateſt man of my acquaintance ; ja in all 
your dea/ing;,temperate and civil in your depurement;yea,l ha ve 
never ſeen. you exceed in the leaſt, nor heard yon ſwear an ark, 
except” ſaith and r., and that very rarely; Beſides you 


have 
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have been a good Proteſtant, and gon to Church all your days. 
Covers. What you ſpeak,none that know me can contradict; 

nor could chey ever accuſe me of any ſcandalous crime, or un- 
juſt act. Ves, l had che ſame thoughts of my ſelf ; and ſhould a+ 
ny one have told me formerly, chat IIS ſuch a great /inver, 
ſuch a devil incarnate as I was'{ I ſhould have replied as Ha- 
el did to the Propher (telling him of che aboininable wickednefs 
he would ere long commit) bat am I a dog, &c. 2 Kings 8. 
12,13. And ao wonder, for as every mas in his natural conditi- 
en is fark blind to fpiritnal abjets, 1 Cor. 2. 14. ſo the heart of 
man i decritful above all things: even ſo deceutul,thar none but 
God alone can know it, as che Prophet (hews, Fey. 17.10. Bur be. 
cauſe this is a truth that rranſcends your beſief. and becauſe it 
may be of ſingular uſe to you alſo, to know the ſame: I will give 
you a ſhort chæraſter of my former condition; the which done, 
Idoubt not but you will aſſent unto what I have hitherto ſaid, 
or ſhall further relate. 
Sed. 11. Firſt, Touching.my knowledge, (I mean ſaving 
&noWlcds, without which the ſoul cannot be good, as wiſe Sola- 
mon witneſſeth, Prov. 19.2. ) it was ſuch, though I thought my 
ſelf wiſer than to make ſcruple of, or perplex my ſelf about tnat- 
ters of Religion, as do the religions : even as the King of Tyra 
thought himſelf wiſer than Daniel, Ezek. 28.3. that f iritaa 
thing: were moſtly repreſented to my underſtanding falle, and 
clean congrary to what they are indeed. Like corporal things in 
a looking glaſr, wherein thoſe that are on the rigbr band ſeem 
to be on the Aft, and choſe that are on the let haud ſeem to be 
en the vibe. As it fared with St. Paul; whiſe he was in bis na» 
tural condition, A, 26. 9 which made me think and call - 
vil, god; and good, evil ; bitter, ſweet ; and ſweet litter; to ju- 
tif the wicked, and condems the juſt as the Prophet complains, 
4. 5. 20, 23. f 


As for inſtance, I moſt ſottiſhly thought, t hat I both ve and 
ſerved God as I oughtzyea, | ſhould have taken it in foul ſcorn, if 
any one had queſtioned the ſame; when indeed I was & £49 tor t 
God, and took wp arms again all that did worſhip him in ſpirit 
aud in truth, I was ſo far from loving and ſerving him, that 1 
hated thoſe that did ; and that for their ſo 4g. I could 
alſo 
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alſo hear him 6/afphemed, reproached,and diſhonewred, without 
being once ſtirred or moved at it. I loved him dearly, but I 
could never afford to ſpeak a word for bim: And likewiſe his 
Children entirely; but inſtead of juſtifying them, or ſpeaking 
in their defence when | heard them /coft, ſcorned and abuſed by 
wicked and ungodly men; all my delight was to jar at, flight 
and ſlander them wherever | came. I more feared the Magi- 
ftrate, than I feared God, and more regarded the blaſts of mens 
breath, then the fire, of Gods wrath. I choſe rather to diſebey 
Cod, than to diſpleaſe great ones ; and feared more the world; 
ſcorns, than hu anger. 
And the like of if that died for me; a ſtrong a 
that I loved Chriſt, when l hated all that reſembled him in h. 
xeſs, Yea, I ſo Hated helineſi, that I molt bicterly hated men 
for bring holy : inſomuch that my S would riſe at the ſi ght 
of a good man, a4 ſyme ſtomacks «ill riſe at the ſight of ſweet» 
meats. I was a Chriftian in name, but | could ſcoff at a Chriſtias 
indeed. I could honour the dead Saints in a formal profeſſion, 
while I worried the /iving Saints in a cruel perſecution. I con- 
demned all for Reandbeads this had more religion than a Hea-- 
then, or knowledg, of Heavenly things, than a child in the womb 
hath of the things of this life, or Conſcience than an Atheiſt, 
or care of his /ox/,than a Beaſt. I had alwaies the 5aſeſt thowghts 
of the beft men: making ill conſtract ian of whittfoever they did 
or pate; as the Scribes and Phariſees dealt by dur Sevienr. 
Fett. 12. As,O what a poor ſlave did I hold the man of a ten- 
dey conſcience to be Yea, how did | applaud my ſelf for being 
zealleſ; and fearleſs; together with my great diſcrerion and m- 
deration: when I ſaw this man vexed for his zeal,chat other bated 
for his knowledg, a third perſecuted for the profeſſion of hie 
Faith, &c. For, (being like Cain, I mael, Eliab, Michel, 
Pharaoh and Feſt ) I thought their Religion Furitaniſim, their 
conſcience of ſin, bypacriſic ; their profeſſion, diſſimulation ; their 
prudence. policy : their faith and cov fidence, preſumption ; their 
zeal of Goas glory, to be pride and malice, their obedience to Gods 
laws rebellion to Princes; their extcution of jaſtice, cruelty &c. 
If they were any thing devout, or forward to admoniſh others, 
that ſo they might: luck them ent of the fire ; Iconceived them 
to 
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to be beſide ti emſel ves, as aur Saviour was thought to be by bis go 
K insfolk, and St. Paul by Feſtus, Mark 3. 21. Jobn 10. 20. [yen 
Acts 26.24. 1 Cor.1.18. My religion was to oppoſe the power | nin 
of religion, and my knowledge of the truth, to know how to argue vet 
rain the truth. I never affected Chrifts eAmbaſſadowrs, that | thi 
preached the glad ridings of ſalvation, but had a ſpleen againſt | &c 
chem; yea, | hated a Miniſter for being a Miuiſter, eſpecially | he: 
if a god!y and zealous one, that ſpake home to my canſcience, and | juf 
told me of my fins; much more if he would not admit me to rio 
the Lords Table without trial and examination z yea, then like | no 
Ahab to Eliah, I became his enemy, and hated him ever after ; | for 
would impeach his credit, and detain from him bu dues. And are | mi 
not all cheſe ſtrong evidences, that I /oved and ſerved Ged, and | | 
wy Redeemer as I ought ? But to make it more manifeſt what | ne! 
a rare Chriſtian I was, or 
I thought my ſelf a Believer ; yea, I could boaſt of a frovg | we 
Faith, when yet I fell ſhort of the very Devils in believing : for |tiv 
they believe the threats and judgments contained in the Word, |not 
aol remble thereat James 2.19, Whereas I thought them but [anc 
Scere-crew; to fright the ſimple withal ; yea, l held Hell it ſelf the 
but a fancy, not worth the ſearing; bea 
Becauſe I was not notoriouſly wicked, but had a form of gedli- ds 
neſt, was civil,&c I was able to delude my own ſoul, aad put off vi / 
all reproofs and threatuings, by comparing my ſelf with thoſe, | box 
that I preſumed were worſe than my ſelf; as D-ankards, Adul: | gos 
terers, Blaſphemers, Oppreſſors, Balu of blood, and tbe like ; |haſt 
counting none wicked but ſuch, Yea, looking upon theſe, I |or 
admired my ows holineſs, and thought my moral bone iy would | pou 
be ſufficient to ſave me. Nor did I know wherein I had of | thc 
fended. inc 
And whereas the Law is ſpiritual, and binds the heart from the 
affecting, no leſs than the hand from ating : I was ſo blind and bel 
ignorart, that I thought the(ommandment was not broken, if the 7 
outward groſs ſin be forborn. Whence theſe were my thoughts, | /ab 
I never brake the fi ( ommandment of having wany gods yz for to 
I was no . nor Idalater: nor the ſecond,tor I worſhipped l 
Ged aright. Nor the third, for I had been no common ſwearer, | Ii 
only a few petty oaths, Nor the fourth, for I had every Sabbath 
gone 
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is gone duly to (hnrch. Nor the fifth, for | ever honoured my pa» 
©. venti, & have been « loyal ſubjef. Nor the fixth,ſeventh,eighth, 
er |ninth,or tenth ; for I never committed marder or adultery, ne- 
ne ver ſtole ought, never bare falſe witxeſsznor could I call to mind 
at | that I had at any time covered my neighbours wiſe, ſervant eftate, 
iſt &c. And nothing more common with me, than to brag of a god 
ly | heart and meaning, of the ſtrength of my faith and bope, of my 
nd | juft and uprig he dealing, &c. And becauſe I abſtained from noto- 
to |rious fins, I thought my ſelf an excellent Chriſtian, if God was 
ke not beholding to me for not wounding his Name with Oaths; 
r ; | for not drioking&playing out his ſabbaths, for not railing on his 
re | miniſters, for not oppreſſing & perſecutixg his poor members,&c, 
ad Fedct. 13. And yet had it been ſo, as l imagined: Admit I had 
at | never offended in the leaſt all my life, either in thought, word, 
or deed ; yet this were but one half of what I owe to Gd. this 
ve | were but to oblerve the xegative pare of his aw, ſtill the affirma» 
or tive part thereof | had been ſo far from performing, that I had 
A, not io much as thought of it. And to be jult in the ſight of God, 
ut and gracioully accepted of him; theſe two things are required: 
elf che /atisfaftory part to eſcape hell, and the meritorious part to get 
heaven. And the true method of grace is,Cea/e to do evil learn to 
lis d well, Iſa. 1. 16,17. The Fig tree was curſed, not for bearing e- 
off | vil fruit, but becauſe it bare no goed. The evil ſervant was not 
ſe, | bound hand and foot, and caſt into priſon, for waiting his maſters 
vl. | goods; but for not gaining with them. And thoſe reprobates at the 
e; [haſt day ſhall be did depart into everlaſting fire; nat for wrongiug 
I [or robbing of any, but for not giving, for not comforting Chriſt s 
ld | poor members Mat. 25. So that my caſe was molt deſperate!For 
of · though with that Phariſee, Luk. 18. 11. I was apt to thank God 
and brag,that I was juſt and paid every man his dur, yet I never 
"Mm | thought of being ho/y,and of paying God his dues ; as bis due of 
nd | believing,or repenting, of new obediexce; his due of praying hear - 
he ing, conferring, meditating on his word and works, ſanttifying bus 
ts, |/abbath;.and inflrufting my children & ſervants, teaching them 
for to fear the Lord. His due of love,fear,thankfulneſs, zeal for his 
& | glory charity and mercy to ( hriſts poor Members, and the like 
er, | Iſhould have ferv'dGea ia ſpirit, & according to Chriſts Ceſpeli 
41h as ail that ate e hearted indeavour to live, & believe, & bear, 
ne B « and 
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and iwvecare,and _ fear, and /ove,and worſhip God in ſuch 
Manger as his word preſcribes. I ſhould have been effect uallj 
called, and become a new creature by regeneration, being begotten 
and bern anew by the immortal ſeed of the word. I ſhould have 
found an apparent change wrought in my judgment, affe ions, 
and actions, to what they were formerly. The O max ſhould 
have changed with the N. m, worldly wiſdom with Hea- 
venly wiſdew, carnal love with ſpiritua love, ſervile fear for 
Chriftian and Filial fear, idle thoughts for holy thoughts, vain 
word; for holy and wholſom words, fleſhly works for works of 
righteouſneſs : even hating what I formerly /oved, and loving 

t I formerly hated. 

But alas ! Ihave heard the Geſþel day after day, and year 
after year : which is the ſtrong arm of the Lord, and the mighty 
wer of God to ſalvation, That is quick, and powerful, and 
Harper than any two Eaged ſword, and yet ſtood it out and te- 
ſiſted, inftead of ſubmitting to ( hriſt call; even refuſing the 
free offer of Grace and Salvation. I have heard the Word faith- 


fully and powerfully preached for forty years, yet remainedia i 
my natural condition unregenerate, without which new birth {i 


there is no being ſaved, as our Saviour affirms, ohn 3.5 I had 
not trodden one ſtep in the way to converſion;for the firſt part 
cover ſion uu to love them that love God, 1 John 3.10,11,14, 
I ſhould daily have grown is grace, and in the knowleadg of aur 
Lord and Saviour feſus Chriſt : but I was ſo far from growing 
in grace, that I had not one ſpark of grace or holineſs, without 
which no man ſhall ſce the Lord, Heb. 12. 14.1 was all for ob- 


ſerving the ſecond Table, without reſpeR to the firſt ; or all for | 


aut ward conſormity, not at all for ſpiritual and is ward holineſs of 
the beart. \ 


ett. 14. Either what I did was not morally good for the mat · | 
ter, or not well done for the manner ; nor to any right end; : 4s {it 


out of duty and than fulneſi to God and my Redeemer, and out 
of love to my felow members. Without which, the moſt glori- 
ous performances,and the rareſt vertues, are but ſaining fins, or 


beautiful abominations.Gods glory was not my principal end, not 


to be ſaved my greateſt care. 
I was a geod civil, moral beneft bypocrite, or infide j but * 
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of theſe graces grew in the garden of my heart. 1 did not ſhine 

we as light, by a holy converſation to glorifie God, and Win 6- 

en |thers. Now onely to reſrain evil, except a man hates it al/®, 

ve and dves the contrary goed, is to be i ſtill: becauſe honeſty 

vs, without piery, is but a body without 8 /e. | 

ld All my Acligion was either ſwperFtirion or ſermality, or hypo- 

. eri ſie, I had a form of Godlineſs, but denied the power thereof : 1 

or |ifren drew near unto God with my mouth, and honoured him with 

is | wy lips, but my heart was far from him, Iſa. 25. 13. Mark 7. 2, 

of |to 14. Mat. 15. 7, to 10. All which conſidered, vic the means 

g | hich.Ged had afforded me, and the little uſe | had made there- 

of, left me in a far worſe condition, then the very Heathes 

ar |thac never heard of Ciiſt. So that it was Gods unſpeakable 

#) [mercy, that I am not at this preſent frying in Hell flames, nes 

1d |ver to be freed. 

&- | Godhath ſent unto us all hu ſervers the Prophets, riſing ny 

he ſterly, and they have been inflant in preaching the Goſpel, both in 4 

h- ſaſen, and out of ſeaſon : but my carnal heart hach ever been 

in [fur wxto God, wax unto Satan: Tau ſpall die if you continue in 

th [be practiſe of ſin, I herd : but you ſbal net dit, ( as ſaith che 

ad [Devil ) I believed. | 

ee | Seft.15. Befides all this, Suppoſe I had none of theſe to an- 

4. |ſwer for; neither fins of Commiſſion, nor ſins of Omiſſion : yet 

ur Original fin were enough todammme, no need of any more; 

ng jmd yet my actual tran/grefiens have been ſuch, and /o many, 

* nd my ingracitnde therein ſo great, that it might have ſunk 

)b- ne down with ſhame, and left me bopeleſs of ever obtaining 

for pardon for them. As ſee but ſome ſmall part of my monſtroud 

; of find deviliſh ingratitade to ſo gd 4 God, ſo loving and merciful | 
„ Saviour and Redeemer, that hath done, and ſuffered ſo much | 

41+ for me, even more than can either be expreſſed or concerved, by 

as [iny heart, were it as deep as the Sea! 

ut | Touching what God and Chriſt hath done for me; in the 

ri · iuſt place he gave me my ſelſ. and all the creaures to ſerve for 

or ſity uſe ; yea be created me after his own image in —— 

or ud holineſ7, and in perfect i ]iαe of the truth, with a powes 

 ftand, and for ever to continue in a moſt bleſſed and happy 

0 dition But chis was nothing in comparifotr p for _ 
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wat in a ſad condition; when I had forfeited all this, and my 

ſelf; when by ſin J had turned that image of Cod into the image 
of Saran, and wiltully plunged my ſox and body into Eternal 
torments: when I was become his exemy,mortally hating him, 
and to my utmoſt fighting agaiuſt him, and taking part with his 
onely enemies Sin and Satay, not having the leaſt thought or 
deſire of reconcilement, but a perverſe and obſtinate will to 
reſiſt all means tending thereunto: he did redeem me, not 
onely without asking, but even againſt my will; ſo making 
of me his curſed enemy, a ſervant; of a ſervant,a ſon; of a ſon,an 
heir and ceheir with Clriſt, Gal. 4. 7. But how have I requited 
this ſo great, ſo ſuperlative a mercy? All my recompence of 
Gods live unto me, hath been to do that which he hates, and to 
hate thoſe whom he loves. 

Chriſt the fountain of all good, is my Lord by 1 mani feld 
right, and I his ſervant 6 al manner of obligations. Firſt, he is 
my Lord by the right of creation as being his workmanſhip made 
by him Secondly, by the right of Redemption,being his purchaſe 
bought by bim. Thirdly of preſervaticn being kept, upheld, and 
maintained by him. Fourthly,his by Yocation,even of his Fami- 
Y having admitted me a member of his viſible ¶ hurch. Fiſthly, 

is alſo(had it not been my own faulc )by ſauttsicarion,where- 
by to poſſeſs me. Laftly, he would have me ot his Court by 
glirificat ion, that he might crown me, ſo that 1 was every way 
his. God had raiſed me from a bey gar to a great eſtate : But how 
did I requite him? would nor, if poſlible, ſuffer a godly and com 
ſcientious miniſter to be choſen, or to abide where I had to do, 
but to bring in one that would flarzey ſin, and flowt holineſs dif 
Courage the godly, and incourage the wic hed. 1 uſed both my own 
and 4 my friends utmoſt ability. Much more might be ments 
oned, but | fear to be tedious. 

Now argue with all the world, and they will cont/ude, that 
there is no vice like ingratitudi! But I have been more ungtate· 
ful to Cd, than can be expreſt by the e Orateur alive. It uu 
horrid ingratitude in the Jews, to ſcourge and crucifie Chrift, 
who did them good every way; for he healed their diſiaſes ſed 
their bodies, enlightned their minds, of God became mas, and lived 
miſerably amorglt them many years, that he might /ave theit 
i 
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7 ſoul; : but they fell ſhort of my ingratitude to God,in that moſt 
1 of them were not in the leaſt convinced, that he was the Ae 


4s ſent from God and promiſed from the beginning. But I have 
not onely denied this Lord that bought me, but I bated him; 
yea, moſt ſpitefully and maliciouſly fought on Satan and Sins 
ſide againſt him, and perſecuted his children, and the truth with 
| all my might: and all this againlt kz»wledg and conſcience after 
ſome mealure of ilumiuation, which cannot be atfirmed ofthe 
_ Vet miſerable wretch that 1 was, if I could have given 

im my body and ſoul, they ſhould have been ſaved by it, but 
he were never the better for them. 

Sell. 16. Laſtly, to tell you that which is more ſtrange! Not- 
withſtanding all this that hath been mention'd, and much more: 
Yet I thought my ſelf a good Chriſtian forſosth ; yea, with that 
Jonng man in the Goſpel, I thought 1 had kept al the command- 
ments. Nor was] a whit troubled for ſin, either original or 
actual, but my conſcieuce was at quiet, and I was at peace z nei- 
ther did any ſin trouble me. Yea, I would applaud my ſelf 
with that Phariſee, Luke 18.9,to 15. and ſay, I was not like 
other men: not once doubting of my ſalvation. I ever refuſed 
to d what my Maker commanded, and yet confidently hoped to e- 


. | [cape what he threatned. Nor did I doubt of having Chriſt my 


Redeemer and Advocate in the next life, when 1 had been a bitter 
enemy to bim and his members in this life. Here was blindneſs 
with a witneſs;as it is not to be believed how blind & blockiſh 
men are, that have onely the fie for their guide; eſpecially if 
they have haraned their hearts, and ſcared their conſciences with 
a cuſtomary ſinning. As] could give you for inftance, a large 
catalogue of rare Examples how [in hath beſorted men and what 
ſtark fools carnal men ave in ¶piritual things, be they never ſo 
wiſe for mundane knowledg. Bur leaſt it ſhould be taken for a 
digreſſion or excurſion, you ſhall have a lift of them by them- 

ſelves, the which I wilt add as an Appendix to this Diſcourſe or 
Dialigue. In the mean time I have given youa brief of my ma- 
nifold provocations, and great ingraticude, to my Maker and 
Redeemer ( for otherwiſe I might be endleſs inthe profecution 
thereof.) It remains that I ſhould in manner lay open my 
Original Defilemext ; which is the Fountain whence all the 


B 3 former 


22 The Hearts Tadex, or Self Kula. 
former (whether fins of commiſſion,or ſins of owiſtes ) do flow, 


But touching it, be pleaſed to peruſe that ſmall TraR, iotituled, | 
A ſport and ſure way to Grace and Salvation : Or, Three Funds | 


wontal Principles of Chriſtian Religion by E. I from p.4to p.10. 

Seft.17. Loofe Libertine. if this hath been your caſe,no won- 
der it bath ſtartled you; for to deal plainly with you, as you 
have done with me z what I have heard from yon, makes me 
tremble. For if ſuch honeſt moral men, that live ſo #nreproveably 


as you have done, go not to Heaves, what will become of me, 


that have been ſo openly prophane, and notoriouſly wicked all my 
time ? Vea, it contented me not to doe wickedly my ſelf, and to 
damn my own ſoul, but I have been the occaſion of drawing 
hundreds to hell with me, by ſeducing ſome, and giving ill ex- 
ample to others, (the infectios of in, being much worſe than the 
alt.) As how many have I drawn to be aun “l, and wearers, 
and whoremoxgers, and prophane perſons ; Inſomuch, that the 
blood of ſo many ſouls,as I have drawn away,will be required 
at my hands. Vea, my life hath been ſo debauch'd and licentious, 
that I have brought a ſcandal Apen the Goſpel and made it odious 
to the very Turk; and In fidelt, Rom. 2.24. 

Convert. Alas l what I d that was morally good, or what & 
vil [ refrained,was more for ſelf- end., or for fear of mens Laws, 
than for love of Chrifts Goſpel. True, I went under the notion 
of an honeſt min, and a good Chriſtian : I was baptizedinto the 
Faith, and made a wember of Chriſts viſible Church; but I was 
ſo far from endeayouring to perform: what I then proms/ed,that 
in eſſect I ever renounced both Chriſt, and my Baptiſm, in per- 
ſecuting him, & all that ſincerely profeſſed his Name, thinking 
I did Cod goed ſervice therein, oba 16.2.Gal.1.13,14. Phil 3. 
6. Nor was it for want of igaorance, that you thougbt ſo of 
me: for by nature (be we never ſo mild and gentle) we are all 
the ſeed of the ſerpent,Gen. 3.15. and children of the Devil, John 
8.44. Yea, the very beſt r may, is but a rame Devil, as A- 


thanefiu well notes. But it is a true Proverb T he blind rat ma- 


uy 4 Fhy,and all Colours are alike to him that it in the dark; 
Looſe Libertine. So much the worſe is my condition for my 
conſcience tells me, tl is nota word you have ſpoken of 
your ſelf, but I can juſtly apply che ſame unto my own ſoul,& a 
great 
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great deal more: for whereas you have been a moral honeſt may, 
fo that none except your ſelf, could tax you for breaking ei- 
ther Gods Law, or mans: I have been ſo wicked and prephaue, 
that I could moft preſumptuonlly, and of ſer purpoſe, rake a 
pride in my wickedneſs, commit it with greedineſs ſpeak of it ae · 
fend it oy in it boaſt of it, temyt, and inforce to it; yea mock them 
that diſliked it. As if I would fend challenges into Heaven, 
and make love to deſtruction, and yet did applaud my ſelf, and 


prefer my own condition before other mens : ſaying,l was no 


difſembler ; yea, I hated the hypocriſie of Profefſors : I do not 
juſtifie my ſelf, and deſpiſe others, like the Puritan: Iam not 
factious, ſchiſmatical, ſingular, cenſorious, cc. I am not re- 
belſious, nor contentious, like the Brownifts and Anabaptiſts. I 
am a good fellow, and love an honeſt man with my heart, &c. and 
as touching a good conſcience , I was never troubled in mind, as 
many ſcrupulous fools are. I have a geod heart, and mean at well 
as the preciſeſt. But now I ſee the Devil and my own dectit- 
— heart deluded me ſo, that my whole life hitherto, hath been 

ut & dream, and that like a blind man, I was running headlony to 
Hell, when yet I thought my ſelf ia the oy to Heaven. ju as 
if a Beggay ſhould dream that he were a King; or as ifa Træy- 
tor ſhould dream of his being Crowned, when indeed he was ro 
be bebeaded; the caſe of Laodicea, Rev. 3 17. the young mas in 
the geſpel, Luke 18.20, 2 . and that Phariſee, ſpoken of, Luke 
18.11.12. 

Set. 18. Convert. It was not your caſe alone, but ſo it fares 
with the worſt of ſinners : Onely it much rejoyces me, that it 
hath pleaſed God to open your eyes, to ſee all this in your ſelf. 
For fleſh and blood bath not revealed it unto you. Yea, we are nas 
tureily ſo blind and deaf, and dead in fin, and in ſoul, that we can 
no more diſcern our Spiritual filtbineſi, nor feel ſin to be a buye 
den, than a blind Ethiopian can ſee his own blackneſs, or then a 
dead man can feel the weight of a burden, when it is laid upon him, 
Act: 28.27. I/. 6 9,10. 

And this cominon experience ſnewi; for if you obſerve it, 
who more jecund, confident, and ſecure, than the worſt of ſinner:: 
They can ſtrut it under an unſupportable maſs of Oathr, Blaſ- 


phemics, Tbeſts, Mnrders, Adulteries, Drunkenneſs, and 3 
B 4 the 
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the like ſins; yea, can eaſily ſwol/ow theſe ſpiders with Aſithri- 
dates, and digeſt them too: when one that is regenerate forinks 
under the bur des of wandring thoughts, and wang of proficiency. 
But why is it? They are dead in ſin, Epbeſ. 2. 1. Revel. 3.1. 
2 lay a mountain upon a dead man, he feels not once the 
weight. 

o a Cbriſtian that hath the life of grace, the leaſt ſin lies hea- 
vy upon the conſcience ! but to him that is dead, let his ſins be 
as heavy as mountain of lead, he feels in them no weight at all. 

Again they are inſenſible of their ſin and danger, becauſe ig- 
norantʒ for, for what the ty: ſeeth not. the heart rueth not. Security 
makes worldlings merry, and therefore are they ſecure, becauſe 
they are ignorant. A dunce, we know, ſeldom makes duubti: Yea, 
a fool, ſays Solomon, boa et h. and is confident, Prov. 14. 16. neither 
do blind men ever biuſb. And the truth is, were it not for pride 
and ignorante, a world of men would be aſhamed to have their 
faces ſeen abroad. For take away from mens minds vain opini- 
ons flattering bepes falfe valuations, imaginations, and the like; 
you will leave the minds of moſt men and women, but poor 
ſoranken things, full ef me lunc holy, indi/poſition, and unpleaſing 
to themſelves. / fr orance is a wail or curtain to hide away their 
ſins, wherupon they are never troubled in conſcience,nor mace- 
rated with cares about eternity but think that all will be well. 

The Devil and the F/eſ propheſie proſperity to in ; yea, 
life and ſalvation, as the Pope promiſed the Powder Traytors: 
but Death and Damnation (Which Gods Spirit threatens) will 
prove the crop they will reap. For God ij true, the Devil and 
all Fleſꝭ are liars. 

When we become regenerate and forſake ſin; then the devil 
ſtrongly and ſtrangely aſſaults us as be did Chriſt, when he was 
newly baptized; and Pharaah the children of IH, Hen they 
would forſake Egypt; and Herod the children, when Chriſt 
was come to deliver his people. Wherce commonly it comes 
to paſs, that thoſe rhink beſt of them/el ues that h. de leaſt cauſe; 
yea, the true Chriſtian, is as fearful to entertain a good opinion 
of himſelf, as the falſe is unwilling to be driven trom it. They 
that have Bore of grace mourn for the want of it, and they that 
indeed wart it, chant thrir abundance. None lv apt to _ 

their 
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their Adoption, as they that may be aſſured of it: nor gone 
more uſually fear then they that have the greateſt canſe te 
hope. We feel corruption, not by corruption, but by Grace, and 
therefore the more we feel our inward corr»ption, the more 
Grace we have. 

Contraries, the nearer they are one to another, the ſharper 
is the conflict betwixt them. Now of all enemies, the Spirit 
and the Fleſs are neareſt one to another, being both in the 
Soul of a regenerate man, and in all faculties of the ſoul, and in 
every at ion that ſpringeth from thoſe ſacultiet. The more 
Grace, the more Spiritual life ; and the more Spiritual life, 
the more antipathy to the contrary ; whence none are ſo 
ſenfible of corruption, as thoſe that have the moſt Living 
Souls. ; 

Seft 19. Now for Remedy of the contrary, there cannot be 
a better leſſon for carnal men to learn, than this, All the promiſes 
of God are conditional, to take place, if we repent; asall the 
threatuings of God are conditional, to take place, if we repent wr. 
But wicked men, as they believe without repenting ; their Faith 
being meer preſumption: ſo they repent without believing, their 
repentance being indeed DeFþeration : and this obſerve, we are 
caſt down in the diſappointment of our hopes, in the ſame mea- 
ſure,as we were too much lifted up in expectation of good from 
them. Whence thefe peremptory preſumers, if ever they re- 
pent,jt is commonly as Fraxcs Spira, an Advocate of Padua, 
did: and never did any man plead io well for him/elf,as he did 
againſt himſelf. | 

One Star is much bigger than the Earth, yet it ſeems many 
degrees /eſs. It is the nature of fear to make danger? greater, 
bclps leſs than they are. Chriſt hath promiſed peace and re ſt un- 


to their ſouls that labour, and are heavy laden and to thoſe that 


walk according to rule, Mut. 1 1. 29. Gal. 6. 16. even peace celeſti- 
al in the ſtate of grace, and peace ternal in the ſtate of glry. Such 
therefore as never were diſtreſſed in conſcience, or hve looſiy, 
never had true peace. Peaceis the Daughter of Righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 5. 1. Bring j#u#tificd by faith, we have peace with God. But 
he who makes a Bri.zgeof his own adow, will be ſure to f.4 
into he Warer, | 


* 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe blocks, that never in their life were moved wich Gods 
treat ningi, never in any ſtreight of conſcience, never groaned 
under the burden of Gods anger : they have not ſo much as en» 
tred into the porch of this houſe, or lift a foot over the threſbold 
of this ſc bool of repentance, Oh ! that we could but fo much 
fear the eternal pains, as we do the temporary: and be but ſo 
cureſul to ſave our /ox/s from torment, as our bodies. In the 
mean time, the caſe of theſe men is ſo much the worſe, by how 
much their ſcar is the leſs. It faring with the ſox, as with the 
body, Thoſe diſeaſer, which do take away all ſenſe of pain, ate of 
all others moſt deſperate. As the dead palſie, the falling ſichneſ7, 
the ſleepy lethargy, & c. And the patient is moſt dangerouſly ſich, 
when he hath no feeling thereof. In like manner, whileſt they 
ſuppoſe themſelves to be free from judgment, they are already 
fmitten with the heavieſt of Gods judgments a beart that cannot 
repent, Ro. 2. 5. 

- Ina Letharg y, it is needful the Patient ſhould be caſt into a 
barning Feaver becauſe the ſenſes are bexummed, and this will 
when them, and dry wp the beſorting hamonre. So in our dead 


ſecurity, before our converſion, God is fain to let the Law, Sin, 


Conſcience, and Satan /ovſe upon us, and to kindle the very fire 
of Hel in our ſou's, that ſo we might be rouſed out of our ſe- 
curity: but thouſands of theſe blocks both live and depart with 
as great hopes, as men go to a Lottery, even dreaming of Hea- 
ven, until they awake in Hell. For they too often die without a. 
ny remorſe of conſcience, like blocks; or as an Ox dies in aditch. 
Yea, thouſands that /ive like Laban, die like Nabal, ( which is 
but the ſame word inverted)whileſt others, the dear children of 
God, die in diſtreſs of Conſcience. For it is not every good 
mans hap to die like Antonius Pius, whoſe death was after the 
faſhion and ſemblance of a kindly and pleaſant ſleep. However 
St. Auſtins rule will be ſure to hold, He cannot die ill, that bath 
lived well ; and for the moſt part, He that lives conſcionably, 
dies comfortably, and departeth rich. And ſo you fee how it 
fares with the wickedeſt and worſt of men. Wherefore if you 
are truly ſenſible of your wretchedneſs, it is a good ſign, that 
you are in ſome forwardneſs to be recovered : and really to be- 


come ſo good, as formerly you but dreamed, or imagined pu 
e 
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ſelf to be. And indeed the very firſt ftep to grace, is tO feel the 
want of grace, and the next way to receive mercy, is to fee your 
ſelf miſcrable. Therefore our conſtant and moſt dikgent ſearch 
ſhould be to find out the naughtineſs of our own hearts ; and 
to get ſtrength from God againſt our prevailing corruptions. 

Fect. 20. Looſe Libertine. But is there any hope for one ſo 
wicked as I > who have turned the grace of God into wantonneſs, 
applying Chy;Fts paſſion as a warrant for my licentiouſneſs, not 
as a remedy,and taking / is death as a /icenſe to fin,bis Croſs as a 
Letters patent to do miſchi:f. As if a man ſhould head by drum 
of rebellion With his pardon. For I have moſt ſpightfully,and ma- 
litiouſly taken up Arms againſt my Maler, and fought againſt 
my Redcemey nll my dayes. 

Convert. Do but unſeignedly repent you of yewr fins, and for- 
ſake your former evill wajes, and lay bold ah Chriſt by a true 
and lively faith ; my ſoul for yours, Ged is very ready to for- 
give them, be they never /o mam, and innumerable for multi- 
tadeʒ never ſo hainexs for quality and magnitude. Vea. I can ſhew 
you your Pardon from the great King of Heaves, for all that 
is paſt,che which you may read at large, //a,x5.7.Zzc<.18.21, 
to 29.and 33.11, Peel 2. 1 2,13, 14. Yea, read 1 Cor. 6. 10,11. 
together with the ſtory of Manaſſes, Mary Magdalen, the 
Thief, and the Predigal Sen; and you ſhall ſee preſidents there» 
of. Vea, the very murdtrers of the Sox of Gd, upon their ſerious 
and unfeigned repentance, and ſtedfaſt believing in him, recei- 
ved pardon and ſalvati. And indeed deſpair is a ſin which 
never knew 7eſ«@. True every fin deſerves damnation ; but no 
ſin ſhall cendems, but the lying and continuing in it. True re- 
pentance is ever bleſt with forgiveneſs. And know this 
that Gods mercy is greater than thy ſin, whatever it be: you 
cannot be ſo infinite in Suning, as he is infinite in pardening » 
if you repent ; yea, fins upon repentance are ſo emitted, as if 
they had never been committed. I will put away thy tranſ- 
greſſions 4s a cloud, and thy ſint s a miſt, 1/4. 44. 22. Aud 
what by corruption hath been done, by repentaxec is undone. 
As the former examples witneſs. Come and let us Reaſon toge 
ther, ſaith the Lord, though your ſins be as ſcavie! they ſhall be 
as white as ſnew, Ia. 1. 18. Yea, whiter than ſnow. For the 

Prophet 
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Prophet David, laying open his blood guiltzneſs, and his origizal impurity, 
uſeth theſe words, —— with N Wop and I ſhall be clean 1252 and 
I hall be whiter than ſnow,Vſal.g1.7. And in reaſon, did Chriſt come to call 

48e75 to rep: mance ? and thall-he not ſhew mercy to the penztent ? Or, xho 
would not caſt his burden upon him, that deſites to give eaſe ? As 1 tb 
the Led, would not the death of a fine, Kzek. 18.32. and 33. 1 f. 

Onely, apply net this ſalve, before the «lcer be ſearched to the bottome : 
Lay not hold upon mercy, until thoa be'ſt throughly bumbled. The oncly 
way to become goo, is, tuft to bel.cve that you ate evil, and by accaſt iy 
-- war „ We prevent Satan; by jxdziag our ſelves, we prevent 
Go . 
Are we as ſick of ſorrow, as we ate of .? Then may we hopefully go 
to the Pbyſitizn ονν Souls, who came into the World onely to cure the 

k, and to g ve light to them onely, who ſit ia darkneſs, and ta the ſhaduw 
of Death. God docs not pour the 0z/ of Grace , but into a b, ohen aad c01- 
trite Heart. 

Wouldeſt thou ger our of the miſerable eſtate of Nature, into the bleſſ. d 
eſtate of Grace ? and of Satans bond-ſl v, become the Child of God, and 
a Member of Chiiſt ? Wouldeſt cho truly know thine own Heart ? and be 
very ſenſible how evil and wicked it is ? that ſo thou mayeſt have a more 
humble conceir of thy ſcl{ ? Lay to heart theſe three particulars: 1. The 
corruption of ov natuye, by reaſon of original fi1. 2. Our manifold breach 
of Go; Rrghtco'4s Law, by actual ſin. 3. The guilt and puniſhment due to 
us for them bot. Thus being done, thou wilt ſce and finde thy neceſſity ot 
a Redeemer. And it is Thirſt onely that makes us reliſh our Drink , Here 
15 our meat : The full Seνẽãœp a Pharniſee , ſurcharged with the ſuper- 

ities of his own Merits, will loath the Honey -comb of Chriſts Hugh. - 
ouſneſs. This was it which made the Young Prodigal to reliſh even ſer- 
vants fare, though before wanton, when full ted at home. No more reliſh 
feels the Phaniſaical beat in Chriſts blood, than in a chip: Bur O how 
acceptable is the Fountain of living Waters, to the chaſed Heart panting and, 
braying ? The ble ade, Chiift, to the weary and tired foul ; to the thuſty 
Conſcience ſcorched with the ſenſe of Go is wrath : He that preſents him 
with it, how welcane is he ? even as a ſpecial choice man, one of a thou- 
ſand. And the deeper the ſenſe of Miſery is, the ſuceter the ſenſe of 

Mercy 1s. 

Se. 21. Then if you would be ſatisſicd for time to come, whether 
your Repentance and Converſion he true and ſound , theſe particulars will 
infallibly inform you. It you ſhall perſevere ( when this trouble for fn is 
over) in doing that which now you purpoſe , it is an infallible figne your 
Repenrance is ſaund, otherwiſe not. If thou doeſt call to minde the V 
which thou madeſt in Bapizſm , and doeſt thy endeavour th perform that 
which then thou didſt promiſe. If thou doeſt ſquare thy life according to 
the Rule of Go Word, and not after the Rudiments of the World. It = 
art willing to torfake aff ſin, withour reſerving ene, ( for etherwiſe that 
. ae fot, may prove the hte of all thy Grace, even as Grdeon had ſeventy 
ſons, 
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ſons, and bur une Baſtard, and yet that Baſtard deſtroyed all the reſt chat 
were legitimate, Judg. 9. 5-) Sin is like the 1:y in the all, cut off bough, 
branch, body, ſtump, yer ſome Sprigs or ether wilt ſprout out again: Ill 
the Root be pluckt up, or the Hall be pulled down and ruined, it will never 
utterly die. 

Ri generation or New-birth, is a creation of new qualixes in the foul ; as 
being by nature onely evil diſpoſed. God children are known by this mark, 
They walk not afier the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, Rom. $8. r. If Clnaft 
have called you to his ſervice, your life will appear more ſpiritual and ex- 
cellent than others. | 

As for your fails, it is a ſign that ſu hath not gained your conſeitt, but 
committed a Rape upon your Soul,when you cry out te God. If the ratiſbed 
Virgin under the Law cihed ont, (he was pronounced gui{tleſs. A ſheep may 
fall into the mire, but a [wine deligbts ro wallow in the mire. Great diffe- 
rence between a wee that is ft, though tbe cries cut and ſtrives, and 
an alluring Advltreſs. 

Again, the thoughts of the godly, are godly, of the wiched, worldly ; and 
by che ſe, good and evil men are beſt, and trulieſt differenced one from ano- 
ther. Would we know ous own hearts, and whether they be changed by a 
new birth : Examine we our thoughts, words, actions, paſions eſpetially our 
thoughts will inform us, for theſe cannot be ſub ject to hy poctiſie, as words 
and deeds are. 

Sect. 22. Then by way ef Caution, know, That a Childe may as ſoon 
creatett ſelf, as a mas in the ſtate of nature, regenerate himſelf. We cannct 
act in the leaſt, unleſs God beflews upon us daily privative grace to defend us 
from evil, and daily poſitive grace, enabling us to do good. And thoſe that are 
of Chriſt; teaching, know both from the j rd, and by Experience, that of 
themſclves they are not oncly weak , but even dead to what is gend, mo: ing 
no more than they are moved ; that their beſt works are faulty , all their 
fins deadly , all their Natures corrupted oniginally. Jes bath be quickned, 
that were dead in tyeſpaßes and fins, Eph. 2. 1. Yea, we are altogether ſo 
d:ad in fir, that we cannot ſtir the leaſt joyat , no nor ſa much as feel our 
own deadneſs, nor difire life , except God be pleaſed to raiſe and reſtore 
our ſouls, from the death of (fs, and — long caſlom, to the. liſe of 
grace. Apt we are to all evi, but reprobate and indiſpoſed to all Grace and 
Goodneſs; yea, to all che means thereot, 


My Powers ave all cent, corrupt my will: 
Marble to good, but ax to what us ill. 


" Informuch , that we ate not ſ«ſſicient cf our ſelves to thi'4 , much leſs to 
Fetb , leaf all to do that which is goof, 2 Cor. 3. 5. Ichn 15. 4, 5. 
It we have power to chuſe or reſuſe the ob ject, to do theſe well we have no 
power, We have ability, ve have will cro'rgh, ts undo our ſelues, 
ſeove enough Hell-ward; but neither wotion, nor will tg do ges, 
char muſt he put ina us by him that gives both power aud will, and 

Fan., 18 will, 

F.najl: 
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Finally, Each ſanftified heart feels this, but no words are able ſuffi- 
6iencly 10 expreſs, what impotent v reiches we are,when we are not ſuſtain- 
ed. So that we have zo meritybut the mercy of God to ſave us: nothing but 
the bleed of Chriſt,and his mediation to cleavſe and Redeem us: nothing but 
bis obedience to inrich us. As for our good works, we arc altogether behold- 
ing to 60d for them, not God to us, not we to our ſelves , becauſe they are 

y bis works in ws, 

Whatſoever thou art, thou ewe/t to him that wade thre + whatever theu 
haſt, thou eweſt to him that Redeemed thee. Therefore if we do any thing 
amiſs, let us accuſe our ſelves : if any thing well, let us give all the = to 
Gad. And indeed, this is the teſt of a true or falſe Religion: that which 
teacheth us to exalt God molt, and moſt to d:preſs or ſelves is the true: 
that which doth molt prant «p our ſelves, and detract from God, is the 
falſe, as Bonaventure well neces. 

Sect. 23. Now to wind up with a Word of Exbertatien; If thou beeſk 
convinced, and reſolveſt upon a new courſe ; let thy refolution be peremp- 

tary and canſtanr, and take heed you harden not * as Pharaoh, the 
Phuliſtives, the Toung man in the Goſpel , Pilate Judas did: reſem- 
ble not the Iron, which is no longer ſoft, than it is in the Fire; for that 
ood ( ſaith Gregory ) will do us #8 goed, which is not made good by per- 
everance, If with theſe premonitions, the Shtrit hath vouchſafed to ſtir up 
in thine heart any good motions, and holy purpoſes to obey God, in let- 
ting thy fins go; 2uench not, grieve not the Grit, 1 Theſ.5.:19. Return 
not ah the Deg to thy vomur, leaſt thy latter end prove ſevenfold worſe 
than thy beginning, Mat. 12.43, 45. Oh it is a fearful thing to receive tho 
grace of God in vain! anda deſperate thing, being warned of a Ko't, 
wilfully to caſt ear ſelves upon it. Neither let Satan perſwade you to de- 
fer your repentance ; no not an hour, leſt your Reſolution proves as a falſe 
conception, which never comes to bearing. Beſides, death may be ſudden : 
—i bug leaſt of a thouſand things can kill you, aud give you no leiſure to 
| Thirdly, If chou wilt be ſafe from evil works, avoid the accaſions 5 have 
no ſellouſhip with the workers of iniquity : neither fear heir ſcoffes ; for 
this be ſure of, If your perſon and wayes pleaſe God, the world will be di/- 
Pleaſed with both: If God be your friend, men will be your enemies : if they 
exerciſe their malice, it is where he ſhews mercy. But take heed of loſing 
Gods favour to keep theirs. ; 

Reda tells of a Great man, that was admoniſhed by his friends in his ſick- 
neſs to repent : who anſwered, He would not yet; for chat if he ſhould te- 
cover, his friends and companions would laugh at hin: but growing ſick- 
er and ſicker, they again preſt him; bur then his anſwer a That it was 
now too late; for I am judged and condemned already. 

A man cannet be a Netbanze!, in whoſe hart there is no gule, but the 
World counts him a fool. But Chriſt ſayes, Verily except ye be converted, 
and become as little Children , ye ſhall act enter inte the Kingdome of Hea- 
ven, Macth, 16. 3. 


Again; 


* 
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Again, Satan and your deceitful heart will ſuggeſt unte you, rhac a 
Religious life, is a d «npiſh and melancholy life ; but holy David will tell 
you, That light is ſown to the Righteous, and joy to the Wpright, Plal 37.1 f. 
Iſa.65.14. And experience tells as, that Earthty and Bodily jojes,are but the 
body, or rather the dregs of that joy, which Gods people feel and are ravi- 
ſhed with. As Oh the calm, — quietneſs of a good Conſcience l the aflu- 
rance of the pardon of fin, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt , the honefty of a 
virtuous and holy life, how ſucet they are! Nea, even Plats, an Heaibes 
could ſay, That if Wiſdome and Virtue could but repreſent it ſelf to the 
Eyes, it would ſet the heart on fire with the love of it. And che like of a 
finners ſadneſs, as hear what Seneca ſayes ; I there were no God ts pu 
bim, ne Devil te torment him, ng Hell to burn him, 10 max to ſee him; yet 
would he not fin , for the uglineſs and filchineſs of ſin, and the guile and 
ſadneſs of his Conſcience. But Experience is the beſt informer : where= 
fore take the counſel of holy David, Pſalm 34.8. 0 taſte and ſee! that 
the Lord is good, bleſſed #» tbe max that truſteth iv him. To which accot- 
deck that of holy Bernard, Good art thou, O Lord , to che ſoul that ſees 
thee ; what art thou then, to the ſoul chat findes thee ? As 1 may appeal 
to any mans Conlcience , that hath been ſoftned with the Unction of 
Grace, and truly taſted of the powers of the World to come, to him that 
hath the {ove of God ſhed — in his heart by the Holy Gbeſt ; whether 
his whale life be not a perpetual Nalilaab in compariſon of his natural 
condition: Whence they are able to ſl ght all ſuch object ons, as he did. 
Yeu tell me that ſcrupling of ſmall matters, is but ſtumbling at ſtra vs, chat 
they be but crifles ; when 1 know your tongue can tell nothing but truth, I 
will believe you. 

Fifchly, Beg of God that he will give you a new heart, and when the 
beart is changed, all the members will follow after it , as the reſt of the 
#eatures after the Sus when it ariſeth. But without a work upon the heart, 
wrought by the ſpirit of God, it will follow its own inclination to chat 
which it affecteth, whatſoever the judgment ſhall ſay to che contrary. 
That muſt be firſt reſormed , which was firſt deformed. It is idle, and to 
no purpoſe to purge the chaanel, when the foantain is corrupt. Whence 
the Apoſtle orderly bids us, firſt , Be renewed in tbe Spriit of our mindes 3 
and then, Let him that ſtole, ſteal no mere, Epheſ.4.23,24. Yea, it is Gods 
own counſel to the men of 7eruſalem, Jer.q. waſh thy beait f,om wiched- 
neſs : that thou mayeft be ſaved , verſe 14. It is moſt ridiculous to apply 
Kemedies to the outward parts, when the diſflemper lies in the ſtomack. 
To what purpoſe is it to crop off the top of weeds , or lop off the bonghes of 
the Tree, when the Koot an Stat remain in the Earth? As cut off the 
ſerig of a Tree, it growes ſtill; aBoupgh,.an Arm, R.1] irgrowes; 
lop off the top; yea, ſaw it in the midſt , yet it will grow again ; 
ſtock it up by the roots, then (and not till then) it will grow no more: 
hence it is that God ſaith , Give me thine heat, Prov. 23. 26, Great 
Cities once expunged , the dovps and villages will ſoon come in of them- 
fuves; the beart u dhe treaſury and fter;hovſe of wiekedaels, Hat, 2 
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ſuch as the heart is, ſuch are the actions of the body which 
proceed from it, Mat. 12.3 3. Therefore as Chrift ſaith, Make 
clean within, and all will be clean, otherwiſe not, Mat. 23.26. 
therefore Davids prayer is, Create in me a new heart O Lord and 
renew 4 right ſpirit within me, Pſ. 3 1. 10. Do thou the like, im- 
portune him for grace, that you may firmly reſolve, ſpeedily be- 
in, and continually perſevere, in doing and ſuffering his holy 
will : defire him to 5»form and reform you ſo, that you may nei- 
ther »/-believe, nor miſ live, to change and purifie your - 
tare, ſubdne your reaſon, rectiſie your judgment, reform and 
ben your will, rene your affetlions, and beat down in 
you ie ſtands in oppoſition to the Scepter of Feſwe 
Chriſt. 
Sixthly and laſtly, If you receive any power againſt your 
former cotruptions, forget not to be rhankeful, yea, ſtudy all 
poſſible thankfulneſs ; for that you and I are not at this preſent 
frying in Hell flames, never to be freed ; that we have the offer 
of Grace here, and ow hereafter, it is his unſpeakable good- 
neſs. And there is nothing more pleaſing to God, nor profita- 
table to us, both for the procuring of the good we want, ox cintinu- 
ing the good we have, than thankfulneſs, He will ſow there (and 
there onely ) plenty of hu bleſſing r,where he is ſure to reap plen- | 
ty of thanks and ſervice. But who will /ow thoſe barren andi. 
where they are ſure not onely to be without all hope of a good | 
barveſt,bur are ſure to loſe both their ſeed and /abowr? Conſider * 
what hath been ſaid, and the Lord give you underſtanding in all 
things, 
nd ſo much for the Second Part. An Appendix follows 
wherein you may have inſtances of all forts, how ſin beſts 
Aen. 
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